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NATIONAL STANDARDS IN SCHOOLS 

What a child should know in Writing 
Note – some samples are transcripts 

 

 

                                                                                             After 1 Year                          After 2  Years                   
Express an idea, response or opinion 
 
Several sentences, including compound  
sentences eg using ‘and’ 
 
Attempting to write words the child can  
say or read 
 
 
Child uses own experiences and  
Information to write about school subjects 
 
Some variation in sentences 
 
Correct use of simple conjunctions –  
eg and/but 
 
Attempts to use a range of nouns, verbs 
and adjectives                                                                

 

 

                                                                                   After 3 Years                                      End of Year 4 
More use of detail/comment 
 
Use both long and short sentences 
 
Attempt complex sentences 
(eg who/because) 
 
 
 
 
Use correct grammar and mostly  
correct punctuation 
 
Spell common words correctly 
 
Edit and proofread as they write 

 

 

                                                                                                                Year 5  Transcript           Year 6 Transcript 
Group ideas in paragraphs 
 
Correct grammar for simple and compound  
Sentences (eg who/because) 
 
Mostly correct grammar for complex sentences 
 
Use of right vocabulary for the subject  
(eg science) 
 
 
 
As for Year 5, but children are expected to: 
 
Write more accurately and fluently 
 
Use more complex ideas and language  

 

 

                                                                                                          Year 7 Transcript                  Year 8 Transcript 
Concise, relevant content with detail  
and/or comment 
 
Linking paragraphs, each with clearly  
related ideas 
 
Grammatically correct sentences 
 
 
 
As for Year 7, but children are expected to: 
 
Write more fluently and accurately 
 
Work out for themselves the best way of  
writing for each topic  

 


